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lists of works bearing on the subject sec the prefaces to Mr. Anderson's
' Officers and Graduates of King's College,' and ' Fasti Academiae*
Mariscallanae,' Notes and Queriex, 7th ser. vol. vii. p. 498 and vol. ix.
p. 486, and Scottish Notes and Queries, vol. v. p. 168.

ROBKKT S. RAIT.

The History of the New World called America. By E. J. PAYNB.
Vol. II. (Oxford : The Clarendon Press. 1899.)

THE appearance of the second volume of Mr. Payne's viagnum opus
requires a word of welcome, although the greater portion of it does not
treat of history in the narrower meaning of the term. While it is'
becoming generally recognised that history must have its roots deeply
laid in the preliminary sciences of anthropology and ethnology it is not
often that a single writer combines the encyclopaedic knowledge of
Mr. Payne. The professed ' Americanists ' in this country, who might
claim to criticise the particular conclusions arrived at in this very learned
book, are probably few and far between. A much wider circle of readers
can attest the convincing character of Mr. Payne's arguments, the vigour
of bis style, and the value of his general reflexions. Continuing
from the first volume the evolution of primitive society, the author,
who had already defined the first two stages in social advance-
ment, viz. (1) the substitution of an artificial for a natural basis of sub-
sistence, and (2) the establishment of the gods as the principal
members of the community, adds the third, viz. ' the creation within
the community of an industrial class, in subordination to a non-
industrial class, which directs and protects it.' ' The covenant of the
people, " Spend me and defend me," contains the germ of all political
relations. . . Only in the latest stage of history does it become obsolete,
when the people have become strong enough to refuse to be spent, and
are able to provide for their defence by spending wealth, which has now
become their own.' A considerable portion of the volume is taken tip by
an elaborate discussion of the origin and progress of language. Ac-
cording to the view here put forward language arose out of the expression
of personality, and the holophrasis, or single long and irregular word,
preceded the sentence. Grammatical language is produced by the
expansion and disruption of the holophrase.

Personalisation, generalisation, and abstraction may be considered as
representing those successive stages of the temple reared to thought out of the
materials provided by language. Interjections represent crude or imperfectly
wrought masses, strewing the forecourt, which surrounds the edifice;
personal nouns represent the foundations, general nouns the substantial walls
and complicated arcades, rising tier above tier to form the body of the structure;
abstract nouns the domes, pinnacles, and battlements which crown it.
Interjections, again, are fundamentally indistinguishable from animal cries;
they represent the language of man's brute ancestor. Personalisation, gaining
ground, perhaps, through thousands of forgotten years, moulded the language
of savagery. Generalisation, slowly dispersing the mist of personality, and
opening the mental eye to the permanent attributes of things, conducted man
from the higher savagery to the lower barbarism. Abstraction, originating in
the higher savagery, heralds the final stages of advancement; its development
belongs to civilisation, to the ages of mature art and exact science.
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The valuable series of ' Jesuit relations' are doubtless familiar to Mr.
Payne, but, in any case, it is satisfactory to note how often the observa-
tions of the seventeenth-century fathers bear out the conclusions of the
modern historian.

From p. 842 onward the historical point of view predominates.
The now dominant theory that the early inhabitants of Eastern Asia and
America were of kindred, (so-called) Turanian, stock has never been
defended with greater learning and vigour. An account, BO far as the
story can be told, of the migrations of the Algonquin, Iroquois, and
Dacota introduces the history of the Nahuataca, whose progress reached
its highest- point on the plateau of Anahuac and in the adjacent district
of the Maya of Yucatan and Guatemala.

The opening chapters of a complete Mexican history, could they be written,
would probably describe the arrival from the north of successive swarms
belonging to an adventurous hunter stock, who then beheld for the first time
the secure life of settled tribes cultivating and storing corn, pursuing the chase
only as a subsidiary resource; the conquest and permanent subjection of the
aborigines by the stronger new-comers ; the adoption by the latter of a similar
form of life. . . .

The influence of physical conditions upon material and moral develop-
ment is nowhere more strikingly shown than in the history of Mexico
before the conquest. We find, in vivid contrast with remarkable proofs of
progress, the existence of an organised system of cannibalism. Continuous
wan were carried on to provide animal food for the warrior class, ' and the
religious ritual had been so expanded as to ensure for them, by a sacred
and permanent sanction, an almost continuous cannibal carnival.' The
reason for this unhappy state of things lay in the absence from the
country of large animals, capable of furnishing a regular supply of food ;
and ' man had here to fulfil an economic function assigned elsewhere to
the brutes.'

Readers of Mr. Payne must be prepared for the upsetting of many
fondly cherished beliefs. We all have read of the ' missionary'
character of the Inca conquests. With regard to sun-worship,

it is more probable that they found it n convenient means of enforcing llioir
supremacy than that it represented it deeply cherished belief, which tho.v
sought, in a spiiit of fervid enthusiasm, and at the risk of their own lives, to
propagate among unbelievers. The ' blessings of a well-regulated government'
were undoubtedly ensured to their subject*; but the price paid for these
blessings was a heavy one. It was nothing less than abject submission to a
cruel and relentless despotism, which enforced a ceaseless round of severe
labour, carried regulation to the minutest details of life, and reduced man
almost to the level of the llama which he tended.

Enough has been said to show something of the interest and value of
this important book. The general reflexions on p. 871 on the thorny
subject of race are especially Kuggestive. We can only hope that
Mr. Payne will have time and opportunity to carry through his great
undertaking into fields of research where it will be less difficult to follow
him. HUGH E. EGERTON.
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